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:^- ^-t-f TRACTS 
GOVERNMENT AND EDUCATION. 



This is a republic in which the voice of the people is in theory^ 
and ought to be in practice, the director of the people*s affairs. 
The voice of the people, that is to say, the majority of their 
votes, ought to decide all great measures. With a &w excep- 
tions, trifling except in the state of Virginia, all free male 
citizens of our country, above the age of twenty-one, have an 
equal voice in electing those men whose opinions and votes in 
the respective houses of representatives, afterwards determine 
the state laws, decide the state taxes, and direct the adminis- 
tration and appropriation of the same. 

That is to say : the mass of the people legislates, or rather 
may legislate, indirectfy. If those men whom they elect, do 
vote, not according to their own private opinion, merely be- 
cause it is their own, but according to the interests and wishes 
<^ the majority qf their constituents^ then the people legislate 
uirough their constituents But if the men of their choice give 
their votes contrary to the known interests, or to the expressed 
wishes, of those who have elected them as their representatives, 
then these men cease to be, in strictness, the representatives of 
the people at all. They represent no one but themselves; and, 
in so far as they are concerned, the government is a pure 
oligarchy. 

I say not that this is an evil withovt a remedy— even perhaps 
an easy one; nor do I say that, in some instances, the people's 
representatives are not what the name implies. But it is a 
feict, than which scarcely any is more notorious, that many 
members of our legislatures ao not even profess to vote with 
the known wishes of their electors, when these are at variance 
with their own; and that many more, while professing so to. 
act, most flagrantly violate their profession. 

I do not say that a man ought to be compelled or expected 
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to voto contrary to his conscientious conviction, even when 
that conviction happens td b^^d iisa^lrt>ved by lirt^ Selectors. A 
certain distinguished member' fh)tti the ttest of Pennsylvimiay 
if I have been correctly •infcMi'ilrJed, once voted in decided oppo- 
sdtioil to his received in&tructioins; and when called to account 
for his conduct, kit the risk of being thrown out, he boldly 8(ai<J, 
that he could only prdmise for the future as in the past, fo 
eonsider every ^uestioti att«ntively ^atld Cahdidly, to vvleigh 
duly the wishes of his constituents, but never to vote in decided 
opposition to his owfi opinions; adding, that his fellow-citiziens ' 
were perfectly right to transfer their voices to the man who 
might more thoroughly agree vvith them in sentiment than he 
had done. His electors received his declaration vdth applause. 
As his political life had been consistent, they considered this 
one instance of dissent as additional proof of his integrity, and 
accordingly re-elected him. Now I condemn neither the 
member nor his constituents. In his case, I should probably 
have considered it my duty to follow my Own private C0iivicti<ih 
of what was best; — ^and in theirs, to re-elect the man who was 
honest enough to do what he judged right, at the risk of his 
populari^. 

. But our approval or disapproval of the Pennsylvanian's 
conduct under these peculiar circumstances, does not afiect-tlie 
main question. He himself, in the given instance, might <be 
considered as a legislator, or a guardian, or it may be a disin- 
terested friend of the people; their representative he was not. 
He gave his opinion, not theirs; followed his wishes, not theirtf: 
the power, which they had delegated to him, he employed to 
oppose what they had desired to support. The people, there- 
fore, in so far as his decision was concerned, were not reptiB- 
sented at all. They viituallv lost, for the time, their rights of 
citizens, as completely as if they had been by force deprived of 
the elect] ve franchise. If that which happened in this particular 
instance were to happen generally, the people vrould be as 
much at the mercy of their governors as are the serfs of Russia 
or the slaves of the Turkis^ dynasty. 

Now, where is the remedy for evils, which, though trifling 
perhaps in the case of honest disinterested men, yet involve, in 
principle, the total loss of political liberty? Shall we expect 
from those whom we elect a sacrifice of their cpinions to ours ? 
The more honest and better portion of them may not choose to 
make the sacrifice. Or shall we expect from our chosen repre- 
sentatives a sacrifice of their interest to ours T The less honest 
and upright portion of them (and alas! how large the majority !) 
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pfiW Bol'.diejliberately sa^^i^ what they deem theur own, (o 
.what tbey deem the public godd. 

nz, Where then is the remedy r How shall the people be repre- 
fttnitd ? not lorded over and governed, but rtpre^etUedl By 
(^boosing those men only wliose opinions on all great points are 
w accordance with the opinions of tiieir constituents; but, 
a^offe all, ia> choosing those only whose interests^ are the same 
as the interest of the people. 

- IdBt us Dot^^ead into temptation." Let us not elect men to 
a iskuation where interest tells them one thing and duty ano- 
ther. They ouglU not, indeed, to yield to the temptation; but 
that does not mend the matter; they will yield to it, if not in 
jjlH. cases, at least in the majority. An immoral situation pro- 
^Aices, in Uie mass of mankind, immorality; and he whose 
4iity and interest point different ways is immoorally situated. 
^ :, The real interests of the working classes are not the same as 
jftie: apparent and immediate interests of what are called the 
privileged classes. Yet in £ve cases out of six, the representa* 
^es of tlie people are chosen from among lawyers, bankecsr, 
large landed proprietors, and rich merchants. In fire oases 
.<>Ut of six, then, our representatives (as they are inaccurately 
^Milled) are tempted to ao wrong; and if they do right, it'is iu 
spite of the temptation. 

The people ought to search for those whose personal interests 
coincide with their own; and ought, for that reason, to choose 
representatives from among- their own body, whenever they 
can find among themselves men fii plain good sense, of firmness, 
and of practical experience. The working classes, in conse- 
quence of the injustice which has meted inordinate labour for 
Iheir portion, have hitherto had but little time to improve their 
minds or form their manners. In consequence, there are few 
eloquent, and not a great many fluent speakers among them. 
This is to be regretted; for eloquence is a giant power in a 
commonwealth like this But we must take things as we find 
them, and make the best of them. The manner is indeed 
important, but it is much less important than the matter. An 
inoifferent speaker is better than a dishonest man. If, there- 
Core, we cannot find eloquence and honesty combined, let us 
take the honesty asd leave the eloquence; for, thus, if we have 
less brilliant debates, we shall have more usefiil laws. 
. I said that it behoved the people to choose those men for 
their representatives whose opinions were in accordance with 
. their own; and I shall probably be told, that this is impossible; 
fiTst because we cannot easily ?^scfttVaAw v.Vv^ <^YkKv^ ^'(^voLvavw ^^ 
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the body of electors ; and then because, etFen if 'We could, it 
might be difficult to find a roan cotiscientioasly holding all these, 
and otherwise capable of fulfilling the duties of a legislator! 

But if we cannot do all, let us at least do what we can. If 
we cannot find representatives who will suppoK every noeasure 
which their, electors desire to carry, let us take those who will 
support the essentiah. And, above all^ let bs not quarrel abo«l 
the non-essentials. 

There are certain great measures which are in d i^ e n U Lbk to 
tbe wel^ioe of the people; there are certain master- abuses that 
mmt be remedied, ere common jiustioe can accrue to the pro- 
ducing classes To carry these let the people first unite. 
Let them elect men, not because they are of Jackson's or of 
Adams or of Clay's party^ or of miy paity whatever: hut he* 
cause they will support, and vote for the great measures- which 
can alone relieve the country from its present distress. 

And let the peoplie seek until tiiey find^ what these great 
measures are. Having found them, let them vote, not to carry 
men, but to carry these measures; not to serve the interests of 
^ny political party, but to serve the great interests of themselves^ 
the people. 

They have the power in their own hands. Let them, seek 
the knowledge and the union of purpose and of plan, which 
can alone make that power effective. 

In despotic countries where it rests witli the autocrat to 
command, and with his slaves to hear and to obey— in lands 
where the power of one is supported and the obedience of the 
many enforced, by lance or bayonet — it is not enough to open 
the people's eyes to their real situation; they must not only be 
enlightened, they must be armed also. For their will is but of 
small weight against his who has an army of vereenaries in 
his pay wad at his beck. 

Not so in this commonwealth. Whenever the eyes of the 
people are opened; whenever they know what they desire to 
efiect, and know how to unite their efibrts and make effectivQ 
their acknowledged power — they may cany what measures 
they will. They have the power. They may be cheated 
into a belief tliat they have it not; they may be urged on to 
jealousies and internal dissentions and party feuds> that waste 
eacii others strength and neutralize each others influence : and 
thus the people may be shorn of their rights, without perceiv- 
ing how. tlbeey lose them. But the power they have. They can 
djciate their own laws, and carry their own measures; can 
Jeg-isJate for themselves. And if they be op^i^^^a^) VX xkWi 
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luid arModflcy legislate for them, and oft6n legislate against 
them — ii is the peopleTs blindness, not their impotence, that 
gives tbeir adFeiaaries Ae day. 

It is not the flenrants o{>pre9«ed by their mastets; it is the 
vaster deceived and tricked and governed by hii$ serfanti. As 
American d^b&mf in whom is vested the elective franchise, we 
«ie oixf <mn masters. Our representatives are our servants, 
whom we pay to do our business; not out slaves, but our con- 
fidential- bired servants. If tkey attend to their own busiDfess 
instead of attending fo ours, they presume on our ignorance; 
and violate the duties of their situation. 

Our situation, then, is good, so far as situation goes. It is 
c^gfal and proper that freemen should be their own masters. But 
tlvat is not enough Mere power, without knowledge, is but a 
usetass bauble; rights unexercised are no rights at atl; and a 
master at the mercy of his servants is no better than a slave. 
: So long* m We cannot agree upon the instructions which we 
:jHriU gite to ovtr delegates; so long as we do not see these in- 
structions carried into effect; so long as we are careless and 
negligent, instead of looking after our own affairs; so long are 
we masters- at the m^cy of our servants; and so long are' we 
iikely to be deceived and oppressed. 

If we will change our situation, let us be up and doing. Let 
us choose faithful servants; not smooth-spoken rogues, nor 
unprofitable doers of eye service>b«itgood amd ^thfof servants. 
Let us retain ^em in our service so long as th^ remain 
faithiiil; and let us dismiss them wheite they se^ their own 
emolument, instead of caring for our concerns. 

But, above all, let us determine what instruction we will 
give them. If our instructions be contradictoiy and confused, 
we cannot be obeyed; we shall spoil our servants; the best of 
them will resign their satuations, and the rest will cheat us if 
they can. Let us, then, enquire what are the essentials, which 
the people, for their own sake, ought^ through their represen- 
tatives, to obtain. 

Here is the great difficulty^. Here lies our weakness, and 
«ur oppressors strength. We know not what we would have. 
Some of us ar^ tariff, ^ome anti-tariff men; some think the 
country may be made a paradise by internal improvement; 
others that our safety can only be insured by the demolition of 
the banking system ; some think the world would be regenerated 
by communities of common property; others, by labor for 
labor associations; others, again, by an agrarian law : some 
think religion only can save the country, others, that rehgious 
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ioftuepce wlU ruin it: one takes «p line pactienlar ^dNjtse, ktid 
one anotlisr. . And the worst of itk, eaob deemis his own phia 
ibe only specific for the national disease; and «>f colirae exerts 
A>1 his eiiergies ^ bring it intd notice in prefeienoe to every other. 
. . Here is the secret q£ ^ur. political degradation.' Here the 
.cause why, the few can ride the many with imouDity, and whjr 
the many so tamely suiler. tliemselves to be rioden by the f^. 
We are. at variance among ourselves, and we waste in party 
disputes and petty dissent&onsy the time and the meaiia that 
oiight to be employed in the great work of national improvement. 
If this must needs continue^ our liberty was but a worthless 

gift. 

But must it Qontinue? Is there no point upon which we eaii 
aU unite? Is there no great measure to which we can all sub- 
scribe? Is there none whose importance all will acknowledge, 
and by whose adoption aU would fed themselves benefitted ? 

I believe there is one* And if there be, how indispensable 
to our prosperity as a nation, that we should see it! and^ 
seeing, that we should unite to obtain it! 
. .It is not a measure that, like the tariff question, will divide 
the North and the South; nor a local proposal, like laying a 
rail road, or the cutting a canaU It is not a partial reform, 
like the supres^on of gambling among bismkers ; nor an untried 
remedy like the establishment of social communities. Nor is 
itastartlii^ innovation like the equal division of property; 
nor even a subject for which our early prejudices may have 
been enlisted, like that of theology. It is a measure whose 
benefits all may. see, from Maine to Florid^ of whatever stale, 
of whatever party, of wliatever religion. It is a national 
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I would -that my voice oould extend over our wide itepublic, 
that I might repeat in the ears of every citiasen, the advice: 
'^Vote for those men only who will support a State Education. 
Cast aside party feelings. Cast aside favourite schemes. Ask 
not if your candidate be a mason or an anti^mason, a federalist 
or a democrat, a friend to national improvement, or an entoy 
to banking monopolies-r-tm/i/ ye have first asked, 'Will ht 
assist us to obtain for our ohUdren that best of patrimonies, 
whose possession would have saved us all of which we com- 
plain V Let this be your first question. He is your friend who 
will honestly answer it in the affirmative; and he your enemy 
who will say no to it; or, saying yes, who will not hold to his 
word. Let this be the test of your approbation, this the con- 
^>iiQo of ^our. support^ this the one thing needful that shall 



obtain yaur suffrage. And you nitl scon see your cltilJVA 
grow up to be (te^axea inileed. Yoii mil see them obtain thode 
tiilvantages, which no oiLion can obtain and remain oppressed 
—those advantages whioh more Ihdn riohes, more than cood 
fortune, mura than aitoalion, more than intrigue, have Ititherlo 
gireii the reigning fewpoirer and privileges orer the sulij^t^ 
many ; and which, when eecured to your descrndnnts, will gf t« 
Ijiem dieic just rank amon^ the free cilizeiis of the world.'' 

1 proeued (o Rive my reasons for proposing a ststem: of 
fftviii. HtTioHjiL BDGCATion, as the ^nf neB-iiirE which the 
people should unite to carry. 

In the first place, it is a measure for which all honest repub- 
licans, and all not uopriacipled parents leiit unite. 

It id essential that the peopl^ if they are to effect any per- 
manent iniprovemeiit in their conditiou, should not be divided 
in opinion as to the practical objects after which they strive. I 
say essential; because llie people can not loae Iheir power, 
except by disunion. Whatever tlie people of ihij republic 
unite to carry, they loiff carry — a^inst riches, against patron- 
age, against sophistry, against intrigue — against every power 
which sharp wits, rendered yet sharper by the senseofpersorial 
Interest, can bring in array to oppose them. But let discord 
enter the popular fortress, and there is no lunger either safety 
or power. One quarrel wiiliiii the walls is worse than a thou- 
sand eneiaies nithouL "A house divided agaiust itself," says 
an ancieul wtiter, "can not stand." And truly and wisely was 
it said. 

This is DO petty question of expediency. It is that which 
will decide ct/eri/ thing. Tell me whether the people wHI 
succeed iti uniting their voices to carry an^ niejsure, and I 
tell you whether die eflbit will be successful. Inform me 
their crafty opponents will be able to sow dissension an: 
the people's ranks; and, though no prophet, t will predict 
peoule'a discomliture. 

What possibility is there, that the . _„ 
be divided on this question of national education? Who, 
cxceptthosewhoaeek to nuke money and win places by educa- 
tional inequality, will feet their intei'est opposed! Wha,emt)fl^ 
the ueople, that has a child of his own, will not feel his per. 
" it immediately promoted? What parent is theie^ 
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wilt 
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lost alike to duty and Section, or so de^rtded by vitiatM^^ 

habits, that he feels not tfae desire to see his children sav^^f 

from the pit into which he has fallen. 'SH 

L Powerful — very powerful is the parental tcelin'i,. Ki««i^^| 
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its ^cess we mi^ recognise- its power; £?en when it destroys 
the trancjuility ot the parent, and alas I the welfinre of Che child, 
we may see how potent and engrossinsf its infiaen^e. And 
would it not be beneEcial as powerful, wem it but wisely 
dtrected. 

This measure, then, is one which is calculat6<l to unite the 
Bealous suffrages of aE upright cxtisexr^, and aU righteous 
parents, whatever their sect, their partf, or their profession. 
It contains, then, in itself, the earnest of its own success. 

But secondly, it is not only easily attainable, but omnipotent 
when attained. 

Look around upon our country, and estimate, if you can, 
the extent of its vices, and its miseries. You will mid them, 
not of one place, nor of one diaracter, nor of partial influence. 
You will find them every where. Ride along our highways, 
and every third house you pass shall be a tavern or a gin-shop. 
Pass through our streets, and in one you will see vanity of 
dress, pride of wealth, and pompousness of luxury, in the next, 
faalf-naJced wretchedness, and brutalizing extesses. £nter our 
courts of law, and see the hatred, and hear the bickerings that 
sttpport in affiuence the judge dnd the barrister. Visit our 
orthodox temples of religion, and calculate the intolerance they 
contain and the hypocrisy they engender. Watch the com- 
mercial speculations that pour thousands into the already 
overflowing* coffers of some ridi merchant or banker, and ruin 
his less fortunate or more scrupulous neighbour, who dra^ 
along with him, perhaps in his bankruptcy, hundreds of honest 
labourers, and hard working mechanics. Or, inquire in the 
details of domestic life, and contemplate the jealous struggle 
ef the poor to emulate the rich, and the eager endeavour of all 
to barter tranquil comfort for a little higher rank and a little 
more £aishionable standing than the world is willing- to ateeord 
Ijbem. See one half of society, the slaves of etiquette, and the 
other the victims of excessive labour. Observe now uniformly 
fSie hardesi labour is made the least productive; and how the 
reward of an occupation increases almost in the same ratio 
with its inntilitv. Mark how one class is doomed to toil for 
bread, and another privileged to wanton in hixurious idleness. 
Observe how poor and dependent are the producers, and how 
rich and powerful the consumers of wealtn. And ask your- 
selves, how many men and women ye have found in the course 
of your lives — among the rich or ^e poor, the oppressors or 
the oppressed — truly honest, truly consistent, truly independent, 
<v truly happy ja their generation . 
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How sllaU a laaas of alnues like tliesD be remedied by |ifo!ee^ 
meal? How shall they be temfdied al all, if we reach not Ihe 
seat of UiB disease^the liuman liearL? Whal avails il that out 
present monopolies are destroyed, if the ignorance remain thut 
lirst permitted and may again be cajoled t« pennit tbem! 
What would It profit ua that all pecuniary inequality ceased 
in a moment, if the ignotani^ remain that lirat produced, and 
would soon reproduce it. Haw should we be advantaged by 
razing to the ground our banks, our law courts, and our gin- 
shops, if tlie gpirilof specuIatiuD, of qnai relling, and of drunk- 
enness, which at fii-st erected, were still llieiv to rebuild ihem ? 
In a. word, how shall the abuses that mar all the beauty of oar 
national inslitulioiis, tlie vices thalatain iJie fameoFour national 
character, and the miseries that depress or destroy our national 
happiness — how shall these be removed, but only hy an equal, 
nalional, iotellectual and practical education fur all tile young 
citizens of our republic I 

We have had enough of declaratlooa; let us have realities. 
We hare said ne are free and equal; let us become so. It 
needs not the chain or the manacle l<> constitute Ihe slave. 
There is a slavery beyond that of fetters and dungeons — the 
slavery that bends not the body only, but the mind, to oppres- 
sian; that puts man's reason io irons, amd thob out fiom hit 
reach common sense and practical kuowledge. Tbi» is Ihe 
oppression we must destroy; and in Ihe buman mind, where il 
dwelU and reigns, there we must defray it- 
Had but equid education been spnad ovei tlie naiioni of 
modern Earope, how altered should ne read the annals of the 
dark middle ages. Where did Ihe feudal barons find their 
power Io euslave, if not in the cowed spirit and loyul ignorance 
of tlieir degraded vasslsi How did the Catholic clergy, that 
proud spirkiial aristocracy, that set it« sandaled feet on the 
n«Gks^ kings, and in its robei of sackcloth, enteced imush«r«l 
Ihe cabinet) of the masters of the wotld'^liow did these proud 
pretenders to holy humility, obtain their deapetic sway ! Was 
11 nut because science had letreaied to th« cell of ihe monk, 
and opened her lieasutes only wiihin the walls of the nionas- 
lery! Could feudal or spiritual lyianiiy ha*e lasted for one 
year beyond the time ihnt all serb and all catholics had been 
laugbl to lind in real luiowtedge at oneo their safety, their 
freedom, and their happiness. 

I.el us leave the hranfJics tlien, mid strike at the root. They 
will witlier and die of themselves, when llie saurcea are cut aX 
whence diey have detived tUeit ftQMiva\\iBKTi\. ^iVi wictete J 
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jr^iasoB^ therefore^ for proposisjg ;equal national edacatioa as Xh^ 
firel'mesisiiire of reform, ia becaiLse i^ is a remedy, and the only 
remedy commensuiate with the abuses we purpose to remove. 
There are other reasons, though of less weight than those I 
have already adduced, why we may regard a state education as 
tbe measure which it behoves. the people, as they value their 
Own happiness and their cl^ildren's mdispendence, firat to unite 
to carry. 

Howieyer omnipotent that, measure may be, in revolutionizine^ 
the ' character and remodelling all the institutions of society, it 
U . less startling and obnoxious, even to the most orthodox 
defenders of the things and the powers that be, than are many 
other (ar less effective measures. Propose to aJbolish aU bank- 
iibg charters; and, though this could produce but a trifling 
benefit compared to those resulting from national education, 
^et white effecting much less, it could iiritate much more. 
Propose an immediate equalization of property; and though 
'ydu could have no security that in a single year from the date 
of tl^t equalization, there would not be rich and poor, oppres- ' 
^soris and oppressed, as at present, yet this partial and ineffectii^e 
r^orm would create a hundred euemi&i and opposers, for one 
uiAijs created against a universalTeform. by means of education. 
iSp, in medicine, are the gentlest remedies often the most effi^ 
<|acious, and come to us doubly recommended, at once by their 
jpamediate and by their ultimate effects. 

I shall perhaps be told, that the relief afforded to suffering 
industry by means of instruction to the coming generation, is 
but prospective and afar off; and that, while promising much 
in the future, it affords no alleviation Cor the pitsent. But this 
objection is surely invalid. If a system of National Education 
1>e established, providing at once for the instruction and main- 
tenance of all the children of the republic, and the expences be 
defrayed by means of a property tax, and in addition, perhaps, 
as suggested by my co-editor, in her lecture on Existing Evils, 
; by a light tax on each parentr^if, I say, such a system of 
education and support were carried for the children of ally how 
would the miseries and difficulties of poor families be instantly 
lightened or removed ! When is the sting of poverty the sharpest, 
if it be not when a father or a mother looks on the sufferings 
of their offspring — when they see them neglected in body ami 
mind, without power of remedy — and bitterly anticipate for 
them future hardships and future degradation? Let those poor 
Mad hard worked widows of Philadelphia, whom an iniquitous 
sjrstem of trade has doomed to exist and aupi^oil vVy^vt Vu&V^\fi<&& 
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children on sixteen dollars a year, or to brave infamy and 
ponishment for a small additiontil pittance — let them reply. 

How would it lighten not the eicpences only, but the cares 
and the sorrows of indigent parents, to know that, whatever 
they themselves might endure, their children, safe under the 
parental guard ianshsp of the nation, were secure from the pri- 
vations of poverty, and participating in the same advantages, 
mental, moral, and physical, as the wealthiest children in tl^e 
land! 

Where is, at this moment, the great difficulty to the working 
classes in obtaining just laws, Fuch as shall defend their rights 
and advance their interest? Their difficulty may be traced to 
the fact that they can hardly find suitable representatives. And 
why not find them? Because inen in other ranks of life have 
interests opposed to those of the working man, and men in his 
own rank nave not the educational advantages that enable them 
easily to compete with the sophistry of the learned student, or 
the eloquence of the classic scholar. And will not this difficulty 
remain, until a National Education remove it? Had equal 
instruction been accorded in the last generation to the child of 
the mechanic as of the president, how could there now exist 
the slightest difficulty in selecting from among the producers 
of all wealth intelligent representatives of their own class — 
men who, taken from among the people, would legislate for 
the people; and who, uniting common sense to literary acquire- 
ments, and practical knowledge to theoritical refinement, would 
act with the plain dealing of an honest republican, think with 
the enlarged and liberal views of a disciple of science, and 
speak with the eloquent perspicuity of a man of letters. Thus 
are our immediate difficulties, equally with all the thousand 
evils which ignorance has ever produced, to be traced to the 
carelessness of mankind in neglecting to train up children when 
young, in the way they should go, that, when they are old, 
they may not depart from it. 

l.astly. National Education is a measure involving no dan- 
gerous revolution to rouse the passions, and perhaps to blind 
the judgment, of mankind. It presupposes no violent change 
in the structure of society. It is like the silent flowing of the 
rising tide, not like the impetuous whirl of the engulphing 
storm. Even if, by mismanagement in its details, it might fail 
at first to effect all the good we anticipate, experience would 
soon correctlhese minor errors: so that with much and increasing 
good in prospect, there is neither danger to be encountered, nor 
loss to be incurred. 
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"Lycurgus,*' says Phitardi, "resolved the whole business of 
legislation into the bringing up of youth/' When our legisla* 
tors shall have learnt wisdom from theSpartan, they will acquire, 
as he acquired, the power of remoultlhig the national character. 
At present they do not possess it. They can punish, but they 
have yet to learn li^ow to pi^eut. They have jails f and peni- 
tentiaries, handcuffs and tr^acTmills, lawyers and constables, 
splemn oaths and penal codes; they have yet to learn that these 
form not men to virtue, though they often make ^em hypocrites 
in vice. ■ They have yet to learn the impotence of fear, and the 
omnipotence of reason. 

Let our . r^resentativQs learn all tbis^ or let us diMige onv 
representatives. He Who knows not the reforming power of 
National Education, is unqualified to sit in the councils of it 
nation: and hie who knows its power, yet seeks to withhold its 
benefits from the humblest of his fellow*eitizens, still less 
deserves their confidence or their suffrages. 

I have stated the reasons that induce me to regard a State 
Education as the first object to obtain which the people should 
combine their exertions and unite their votes. If these reasons 
be good, let the people awake to -action. As they vakie the 
noble institutions of America, as they woqld save th^ir country 
from the convulsions of a bloody revolution, as they would. 
reform the crying abuses of inequality, as they would check 
the frightful enormities of vice, a? they would build up viitue 
in the human heart, cherish kindness in the human bosom, and 
cultivate intelligence in the human mind— in a word, as they 
value their own and their children's enduring welfare, let them 
awake to action. Let tbera unite for action. The struggle is 
for no paltry prize; it is for the reality of those blessings which 
were aeclared ours half a century ago. This is the time and 
this the country for such a struggle. Soon may it commence, 
and speedily as happily may it terminate! 

R. D. 0W£N. 
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T&i industriotis classes have been caHed the botie and marrow, 
of the nation; but they iire in fkct the nation itself. The fruits 
of their industry are the nation's wealth; their moral integrity 
and physical health is the nation's strength; their ease ana 
independeoee is the nation's prosperity; their intellectual intel- 
ligence is the nation's hope. Where the producing labourer 
and useful artisan eat well, sleep well, live comfortably, think 
correctly, gpeak fearlessly, and act uprightly, the nation is happy, 
free^ and wise. Has such a nation ever been ? No. Can such 
a nation ever be? Answer, men of industiy of the United 
States I If such can be, it is here. If such h to be, it must be 
your work 

Here the people govern; and you are the people. 

And you are becoming apprized of this. You are learning 
your power. In New- York, in Philadelphia, in Boston, in 
Baltimore, yon have looked round and distinguished that all is 
not well. In Philadelphia you have tried your strength ; in 
New- York you have proved it In New-Vork, six thousand 
votes have appeared at once in the ballot box, on which you 
lukl written reform. 

This has been, indeed, a show of strength, and a sign of 
determination. As such it has been hailed far and wide, by 
every friend of human improvement. Through the counties of 
this powerful state, every mind looks to the metropolis. There 
they have touched the lever who alone can move it. The peo- 
ple have aroused themselves where they are the strongest — in 
the cities. There at length they have said, "We have the power, 
and we will use it." Yes, men of industry ! you have the power ; 
and it is now with you wisely to steer the vessel of the state 
into safe harbour, or rashly to peril it in the deeps and shallows 
of anarchy and stormy contention. 

Much, I will not say a//, depends on your first move. 1 
will not say all, because i believe that, eveci uv s^^vVr v^^ ^xvs«. 
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and blunders, the national institutions, and the good sense 
iVinoli{tfap)c, in'«|site'tf "^aUieoimterrailhril^iftdHCAi'^^ Mkd[*c^ 
cd&lagetfemt^^ wooltl ImmI yoiiMght At'la^t. -'ButimviiiA^depeiidir 
upon your first move. The honour dfthe'C«ro8ecle'peild^''iljg^ 
it;oii»eriKm<fnit'ibf ther- nation Inrthe'^eyes of the world' disJMfAds 
upctajit V Abe ^onooF of %h^ nation^ and ^ur ^owti^'hiMiolitMf 
yiiu own eyefr depend- upon ic. Mo?« then trarilf . * Tsk^ tnef 
sb^ntja tirae^ and let that step be always snefa aS' yo>u can keep. 
He who draws back is alwajrs weakened^ and he who harried' 
forward with blind speed, most always draw back or sttnnble. 
'JJottch Mffiilfy'BS many min^r abuses as ciroamstances and 
y«Mir:>owii knowled||e Ttoy permit*. Check the banks; Hinit-^r 
repeal charters; tax chtirdi property; investigate the natta^'df 
its vnraire; secure the more immediate interests of the* working' 
classes^ l^ procuring the let^ acknowledgment of their dhrims- 
wiiere i^ow they aie vnbeavd;«— «ll this will be important, cttid 
¥wU,andof immediate utility, if done wisely. Bnt as respects' 
g^t measures (and all such as above enumerated, are bibt 
tiding; are but the lopping off of bTanches, not the severing 
of * Abe root)'*His respects great measures, attempt but one at a 
time; speak of but one at a time; if possible, think of bat otK? 
at a time. Let one, and one great meamrBy mlone' engross fenr 
ajlong: season, your thoughts and unite your efforts^ Recall 
ybur own youth, and you will understend- what liiM'mealMire' 
owgbt to be. Look at your children, and ydu can n«vtdr forget 
ih- £xamine yourselves — weigh your own deficiencies, ttid 
you will appreciate all its importance, and its omnipotence. ' 
Pledge yourselves, then, men of industiy I pledge yourselves, 
minds, hearts, and votes, to that one meaisore^ — that saving, 
that regenerating, that omni potent measure. That one measure, 
by which alone childhood may find sure protection ; by which 
alone youth may be made wise, industrious, moral, and happy; 
by which alone the citizens of this land may be made, in very 
deed,j^ee and equal. That measure — you know it. It is 

NATIONAL, EATIONAL, KEFTBLICAN EUtXATlOK; FREE FOR 
AI»L AT THE EXPENSE OF ALL; OONDVCTED UNDER THE OVaR- 
DlANSHIP OF THE STATE, AT THE EXPENSE OF THE STATE, AND 
FOR THE HONOUR, THE HAPPINESS, THE VIRTUE, THE SALVA- 
TION OF THE STATE. 

Until equality be planted in the mind, in the babits, in the 
manners, in the feelings, think not it can ever be in the condi- 
tion. Equalize fortunes at this hour, and knavery in one year 
wco\A have beggared honesty; improvidence would have dis- 
^^ptued its possesaions; credulous simplicity would have yielded 
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all to th^erafty iiypQCrilie; error would still deoeWe ignorance^ 
a^d a ready tongue and a forward npint^ would still banislr 
iBodesI :woAd% to the shade, 

• 'But it is not enough to forbear from rash and futile measures; 
they tfbould not be talked, about. Hot heads and hasty spirits 
wUl indeed urge to &lse moTements, seek to outstrip time and 
circumstance^ and strain to make effects precede their preparing 
causes.- But a self-respecting people will check the zeal &P 
imprudfnee, and the intemperate haste of unreasoning or felse-^ 
ceokoning iyiexperieiice. They will begin well^ that they may 
end well; they will move slowly and firmly, that they may move 
unitedly and surely; they will begin with what touches the in* 
terestfi, and may convince the understandings of the great body of 
the nation, that opposition may be weak and co-operation strong. 
They will unite on that measure without which every other 
must be ineffectual^ and which must be prepaaratory to every 
reform. They will unite on that measure, which, in principle,. 
is so righteous, that the hypocrite dare not openly slander it ; 
so -QoiMtitutional, that the crooked politician dare not openly 
oppose jl; so universally beneficial, that -not one honest man 
can lift im voice against it. 

Unite, then, men of industry I on this measure, and you 
disarm, your -enemies; unite ^w this measure, and all the sound 
par^-pf ;|he population are your friends. The vote of every 
righteous pajFent and every honest man will drop into your 
ballot box; and. your ticket shall cany at the first general 
struggle, not in your city only, but throughout your state. 

Take now then betimes your stand, men of industry! Orga* 
niie yourselves, prepare your minds, strengthen your numbers, 
turn a deaf ear to the clamour of enemies; defeat by order, and 
union, and steady perseverance, the tricks of roguery. Fix 
your eyes upon the great object — the salvation and regeaeration 
of human kind^ by meant of the rational education and protection 
of youth. . Study this great object in all its bearings; follow it 
out in all its consequences and effects; digest the means by 
which it may be secured; let it engage your thoughts and 
supply your conversations; speak of it at home and abroad; 
win to it tlie attention of your wives and of your children them- 
selves; interest all you love, and all you know, and, if possible, 
all with whom you come in contact, in weighing its advantages, 
and advancing its execution ! 

Bear in mind, men of industry! that you are the people; and 
that here, by acknowledged right and acknowledged law^ the. 
people govern. Govern tUeu fox ^owi^v^n^*^ -wv^ -^^^j^x ^^^t^; 
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aiMl for the natioD* of- ''which you now fonn th« hatads, ml: the 
ieet^'^and the tranky^and of cwhidi'TOtt must ibnh ike ksmd 
before':&e head can^^beiii unibo with ihe> hniij itregulolQk 
Govem OB Mtiaitf 9at wellatt ekaaaB, as oitneDsas w^ as 
ftuhcb. Bear in mitid that the ^ stay and^ prop of.Hherty is 
fctumled^;- Uiiat the basis eff jost-goverDineiit is rational eduoBi'' 
iiob^ and, iba)x:the hfb of a repuMie is eqwil wlucatioBb. luxf 
thea^ ihe true f oandation <of practical < republicanism. Bind all 
^ouv^effortfr td-the one gr^ measure of a uiitfom plan of 
edticsftioa ibr all the childreii and- yoiith of your several states; 
aixLlet that plan be in - parfect^ . unison with the nature of man, 
theiaalttre>qf things^ and with the deolamtion of your counti^ 

-.'•'f t-ii::'- :>■.■. ■■ ; ■ ■ . [ ; • .... ; 
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Tb£ fseasnre I am about to suggest, whenever adopted, wiH, 
iftihiheoutset) alleviate those popular distresses whose poignancy 
Wid rapid increase WBg^ on the heart of philanthropyy and 
crush tne best hopes of enlightened patriotisBu Itmust further, 
ui1)[en< carried into iull effect, work the radical oore of every 
^difteaise which now aflicts die body politie, and build up for 
ih^ nsition a sound colwtitutton, embracing, at once^ public 
-'pMspeHty, individual integrity, and universal happiness^ 

This measure, my friends, has been long preiRut to ray mind 

as beiitttng the adoption of the American people; as alone 

calculated to form an enlightened, a virtuous, and a hapoy 

coiouminity; as akme capable of supplying a ranedy to tne 

'<eMrUs under which we groan; as alone commensurate with the 

interests of the human &mily, and consistent with the politictd 

tnstttutions of this great confederated republic. 

^ i I had occasion formerly to observe, in allusion to the eiforts 

already made, and yet makings in the cause of popular instruc- 

^ tion, more or less throughout tlie Union, that as yet, the true 

principle has not been hit, and that .until it be hit, all reform 

must be slow and inefficient. 

The noble example of New-England has been imitated by 
other states, until all not possessed of common schools .blush 
for the popular remissness. But, after all, how can comrnan 
tdtooUy under their best form, aud in fullest supply, effect, even 
ilMPTHirpoee which they have in view. 
n^-^fipect propowed by common 8dioola(if I rightly under- 
stand it) is to impart to the whole populaViou x\iO!» m^Ts&^^\ 
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the acquirement of knowledge which nre in common 
teadiDg aiul writing. To thesa are added arithmetic, 
occasianally. perliaps. some iupeifoit lessons in the lin: 
science*. Bui, 1 would aik, supposing these infltitut 
should even be made to embrace all the branches a( iiitellet 

iwledge, and thus, science otfered ^fatii to ail the cliildn 
of the land, hon are the children o( the very cIies, for whoi 
we suppose [he schools instituted, to be supplied with Em 
and raiment, or instructed in thetrad* neoesiai^ to thc^irfutui 
subsistence, while ihej am fotlowuig these studit^? Hovr.ai 
they, [ ask, to be fed aud clothed, whea, as all facts show.ll 
laliout of the parents is often inSBflicieni for Ibeirown suM 
nance, and, sloKet uniieraaUy, inadequate to the pravision • 
the family without the united elTom of all its memben ? .1 
your minuracturing districts you have childi-en worked H 
twelve hours a day; and, in the rapid and certain progress i 
the existing sjrslera, you will soon have them, as in Englaw 
worked to deatk, and yet unable, through the period of the 
miserable esiittetioe, to earn a pittance sufficient to mtisfy. if 
cravings of hung«. At thia present time, what leisure ot wl! 
spirit, think you, have the children of the mi»erf>ble wideivsij 
Philailedphii, resliiing, according to the most faveurable «■{ 
mate of your city and county committee, sixteen dolUts p 
annum, for food and clothing? Whatleisui« 0( what spirit m 
their children find for visiting a school, Although the sH 
should b« open to them from suoriae to suiuet! Or what leiM 
have usually the chiidreti of your most thriving mechairit 
after iheJrstrent^issufficientLy developed to spiu, senr, weai 
or wield a tool? It scums to me, my frieads, that li 
school houses now-a-days is soraethitig like building ehur . 
W hen you have them, you need some measure to emute Ij 
being occupied. 

1 hasten to the rapid devetopement of the system of ii 
ttoD and proteetioo whii^ has ooi^urred to me as capable, ai 
alone capable, of opening the dooi to univerBal reform. i ■ 

In lieuof common 9chools,high schools, colleges, aenuDaries, 
houses of refu|^, or aay other juvenile inttilulien, instructioHal 
or protective, let the »tate legislatares be directed (after layicg 
•ffthe whole in lowuships or hundreds) to organize, at mailable 
distaaces, and in convenient and healthf situations, esl&blish- 
menta lor tin general reception of all tlie children resident 
within the nid school district. These eatabhshmenli t« be 
devoted, severally, to children between a cenam ag«. Say, the 
ftcul to inbHw b^vfcen <W9 aad fo«i, or two and ui, a«t»rdii^ 
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to the density of the poipulationy and such other local ci^dniK- 
stances as might render a greater or less number of estliblish- 
ments necessary or practi^le. . The next to receive children 
from four to eight, or six to twelve years. The next from 
twelve to sixteen, or to an older age if found desirable. Each 
establishment to be furnished with instructors in every branch 
of knowledge, intellectual and open^ve, witfi all the apparata, 
land, and coaveniences necessary iov the best developmnent of 
all knowledge; the same, whether operative or intellectual^ 
being always calculated to the age and strength of the pupils. 
. To obviate, in the commencement, every evil result possible 
from the first mixture of a young population, so variously raised 
in error or neglect, a due separation should be made in each 
establishment; by which means those entering with bad habits 
would be kept apart from the others until corrected. How 
Tapidly reform may be effected on the plastic disposition of 
G^iUdhood, has been sufficiently proved in your houses of refuge, 
ipore especially wheu such establishments have been under 
liberal superinlendance, as was formerly the case in New- York. 
Vnder their orthodox directors, those asylums of youth have 
l;|een converted into jails. 

It vnll be understood, that, in the proposed establishments, 
the children would pass from one to the other in regular suc- 
cession, and that tlie parents, who would necessarily be resident 
u;i their close neighbourhoodi, could visit the children at suitable 
hours, but, in no case, interfere with or interrupt the rules of 
the institution. 

In the older establishments, the well directed and well pro- 
tected labour of the pupil would, in time, suffice for, and then 
.^ceed, their own support; when the surplus might be devoted 
to the maintenance of the infant establishments. 

In the beginning, and until all debt was cleared off, and so 
long as the same should be found favourable to the promotion 
of Uiese best palladiums of a nation's happiness, a doable tax 
might be at once expedient and politic. 

■ First, a moderate tax per head for every child, to be laid 
upon its parents conjointly, or divided between them, due atten- 
tion being always paid to the varying strength of the two sexes, 
and to the undue depreciation which now rests on female 
labour. The more effectually to correct the latter injustice, as 
well as to consult the convenience of the industrious classes 
generally, this parental tax might be rendered payable either in 
jsonej, or in labour, produce, or domestic manufactures, and 
should be condaued for each child until the age when juvenile 
abour should be found, on the average, equivaX^ul Vo ^"^ ^\ir»w- 



tional expeoces^ vrhich) I have Teason.to belieTe, would be at 
twelve years. 

The first tax on parents to embrace equally the whole popu- 
lation; as, however moderate, it would inculcate a certain 
forethought in all the human :£imily; more especially where it is 
most wanted-«-in young personsr, who before they assumed thd 
responsibility of parents, would estimate their fitness toineet iti 

The second tax to be on property, increaising in per centage' 
with the wealth of the individmil: In this thanner I conceit 
the rich would contributey according to their rithes; to the relief 
of the poor^ and to the support of the state, by raising up its 
best bulwaik — an enlightened and united generation. 

Preparatory to, or connected with, such measures, a registry 
should be opened by the state, with offices through all the^ 
townships, where on the birth of every child, or within a cer-^ 
tain time appointed, the same should be entered, together withj 
the names of its parents. When two years old, the pareuta^ 
tax should be payable, and the juvenile institution open fbr thiS' 
child^s reception; from which time forward it would be und^; 
the protective care and goardiasship of the state, while it need^ 
never be removed from the daily, weekly, or frequent ihspectibir 
of the parents, i 

Orphans of course, would find here an open asylum. Ir 
poss^sed ^f property, a contribution would be paid firom it^' 
revenue to. the common educational fund; if improvided, they 
lyould be sustained out of the same. 

In these nurseries of a free nation, no inequality must be 
allowed to enter. Fed at a common board ; clothed in a com- 
mon, garb, uniting neatness vrith simplicity and convenience; 
raised in the exercise of common duties, in the acquirement of 
the same knowledge and practise of the same industry, varied 
only according to individual taste and capabilities; in the 
exercise of the same virtues, in the enjoyment of the same 
[Measures; in the study of the same nature; in pursuit of the 
same object — their own and each other's happiness — say ! would 
not such a race, when arrived at manhood and womanhood 
work out the reform of society — perfect the free institutions of 
America? 

Fbances Weight. 
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!Fbe ^stem of univemal educaiion has now, therefore, beoone, 
to ^. r^ms^t9b\» de^ee^ the beak of the popalar chuaoler wbidi 
]^ark9 the two millioDS of people ia New England. The lawy, 
i^deed| differ jq the six ^tea, and have been alterad in eabkr, 
fi^Bi time to timo,, since Aeir tot enactment; but all the etates 
have laws on the subject; the leading princiiples are the sain^ 
in all of them; and the modes of applying them, and the lesultB 
obtained, are not nwiterially difierent. Indeed, in almost evei^ 
put of these sU stales, whatever may be the injunctiona of the 
uuv, the popular demand for education is so much greater, that 
tdif^^legalK^uisitiona are flienerally or constantly exceeded; The 
inost striking iustancoof this is, peihaps to be found in tfie ctly 
j9( Boston, where the requisitions of the- law oould be fol^lM 
]^ an exp^iture of tiiree tharusand dotbrs annually, but whefe 
ffirom sixty to seven^ thousand are evexy year applied to the 
purpose. And yet multitudes of the poor and soaaU towns In 
the mterior show no less seal on the subject, and, in proportion 
to their means, make no lees exertion. ■ The mode in whidi 
Ihis system of popular education ia carried into effect is poN 
iectly simple, and is one prineipol cause of its pinctieaEl efflcietfey. 
The New England ftatea are all divided into tecvitofbl com- 
munij^es call^ Unmsy which have corporate privileges -and 
duties, and whose affiurs are managed by a sort of committee 
annuaMy chosen by the inhabitants called teleetmen. These 
towns i^e of unequal size; but in the agricaltural portions of 
the country, whicn contain foar-fifths of the people, they are 
gener«my five or six square miles; and upon tiiem, in their 
corporate capacity, rests the duty of making provision for the 
support of free schools. This duty is fulfilled by them, in the 
Arst place, by voting, at a meeting of all the taxable male inha- 
bitants over twenty one years old, a tax on property of all kinds 
to support schools for the current year, always as large as the 
law requires, and often larger; or, if this is neglected by any 
town, it is so surely com^dained of to the grand jury by those 
dissatisfied inhabitants, who vrant education for their children, 
that instances of such neglect are almost unknown. The next 
thing is to spend wisely and effectually the money thus raised. 
£ir ail but Ibe MmaUeat towns, one school, at least, is kept 
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througk tke ^wtiole yelr, tif wtiieh Lab^ dvek, Ihe lower 
branches of mathomtics, and whatever goes to constitute a 
common English education in veadingf wriling, geography, 
history, &c. are taught under the immediate superintendence of 
the selectmen, or of a special committee appointed for the pur- 
pose. This, however, would not be canrying education iiear 
enough to the doors of the people, in agriculttindi duTtricts, tb 
enable them fully to andlthemselTes of it, especially the pootet 
dasses and the younger chitdren. To iteeet this difficulty^ all 
the towns are divided into distriicts, varying ki number, in' each 
town, from four to twelve, or ev(»i mofe, acc6rdiiig> to its 
necessities asid convenience. Each district has its district 
school oomnaktee^ and receives a part of t^ ttuc iinposecF'fot 
education; sometimes in proportion to ^ population of fStk 
district, b«t oftener to the number of children to be educated. 
The Committee of the district determine wheris the school -iMll 
be kept^ select its tedcher, choose the books that shall be liseily 
or delegate that power to the instructor, and, in shorty tit& 
responsible in all particulars, for the fki^fiil fulfillment of tlfe 
trust committed to tnem ; the general system being that a schd6l 
is kept in each district during the long winter months, when 
the children of the farmers are unoccupied, by a male t^ach^^ 
papable of instructing in readings writing, arithmetic, Engli^ 
grpunar^itgeogmphy, and history; while in the SAme ^Hra- 
h<Hiae^ during ifae summer months, schools are kept by womi^, 
to instruct the smaller children in knowledge even more elemen- 
tary. In this way, for the population of New England, con- 
sisting of two millions of souls, not less than from ten to twelve 
■ thousand free schools are open every year, or, on an average, 
one school to every two hundred souls — a proportion undoubt- 
edly quite sufficient, and larger than would be necessary, if the 
population were not in many parts very much dispersed.* 



* On this point no one has spoken with more power than 
Mr. Webster, who, alluding, in public debate, to the free 
schools, where he himself received his earliest training, said,-^- 
''In this particular. New England may be allowed to claim, I 
think, a merit of a peculiar character. She early adopted, and 
has constantly maintained the principle, that it is the undoubted 
right, and the bounden duty of government, to provide for the 
instruction of all youth. That which is elsewhere left to chance, 
or to charity, we secure by law. For the i^ur^aa oC -t^u^v:!. 
instruction, we hold ever^ lu^tv s\3\i\'iw\V5i\^aa&«k\Sk.*vx^s^^ 
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to hu property; and we look not to the qtiestion whether he 
himielf oaTey or Have not, children to he benefitted by the educa- 
tion for which he pays. We regard' it as a wise and liberal 
a^stem of police, by which property, tfnd life, and the peace of 
society, are secured. We seek to prerent, in some measure, 
the extension of the penal code, by inspiring a salutary and 
conservative principle of virtue and of knowledge in an early 
affe. We hope to excite a feeling of respectability, and a sense 
of character, by enlarging the capacity, and increasing the 
sphere of intellectual enjoyment. By general instruction, we 
seek, as far as possible, to purify the whole moral atmosphere, 
to keep good sentiments uppermost, and to turn the strong 
current of feeling and opinion, as well as the censures of the 
law, and the denunciations of religion, against immorality and 
crime. We hope for a security, beyond the law, and above 
^e law, in the prevalence of enlightened and well-principled 
moral sentiment. We hope to continue and prolong the time, 
wten, in the villages and farm houses of New England, there 
may be undisturbed sleep within unbarred doors. And, know- 
ing that our government rests directly on the public will, that 
yre may preserve it, we endeavour to give a safe and proper 
direction to that public will. We do not, indeed, expect all 
own to be philosophers or statesmen ; but we confidently trust, 
and our expectation of the dumtion of government rests on that 
trust, that, oy the diffusion of general knowledge and good and 
virtuous sentiments, the political fabric may be secure, as well 
against open violence and overthrow, as against the slow but 
sure undermining of licentiousness.'^ 

(Journal of Debates in the Convetttion to revise the Cmistitution 
(if Massaciutsetts, 1821, page 245.) 



FINIS. 
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